FOREWORD
This little volume has no pretensions to research,
It purports to give a very brief account of the ancient
civilizations of Asia. Egypt, Babylonia, Assyria, Persia,
Palestine, Syria., Crete,, India, and China alone have,
for the present^ been treated. It is hoped that subse-
quent volumes will take up the rest of the countries
of Asia.
The author cannot help feeling unhappy about the
apathy of Asian scholars towards the study, chiefly,
of the ancient Near and Middle East cultures, ll is
a great pity that while the West has done a lot in the
direction, practically nothing has been done in Asia
to foster study in that field. It is hoped that this little
piece of history-, written perhaps for the first time by
an Asian national, will find favour with the readers of
this continent.
This book has quite a few limitations. Indeed,
none so drastic as the treatment of India and China,
Both of these countries have had a history that has been
continuous and has come down to the present day
and, since an artificial contemporaniety had to be
maintained, their accounts have had to be arbitrarily
closed. The continuity of Indian culture is unbroken
to the present day. All the same^ there sets in a hiatus
after the close of the Indus Valley civilization and It
has been not so very unnatural to end the Indian
account there, JBut the treatment of China has had
to be extremely restricted since its history is of one
piece down to the contemporary times, *
I am grateful to my young friend Subhaa Chandra
Chaturvedi, M.A., for assisting me in reading the proofs
pud doing the Index,
Author